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Launching of the Alliance of Silk Road Cultural
Heritage Sci-Tech

Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province
22 June 2017

By

Dr. Marielza Oliveira
Director of UNESCO Beijing Office
UNESCO Representative to the People's Republic of China,
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Japan,
Mongolia and the Republic of Korea

Distinguished:

Mr. Cheng, Vice Governor of Zhejiang Province
Mr. Guan Qiang, Deputy Director-General of State Administration of Cultural Heritage
Director Zhao Feng, China National Silk Musem

Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behalf of UNESCO, I'm pleased to deliver opening remarks at the Opening of
the International Symposium of "New Technology on the Ancient Route: Silk Road
Heritage Conservation Science and Technology." At the outset, and on behalf of
UNESCO's Assistant Director-General for Social and Human Sciences Ms. Nada Al-
Nassif, | would like to congratulate the State Administration of Cultural Heritage and
the People's Government of Zhejiang Province for organizing the event, along with
partners from around the world, and to the China National Silk Museum for hosting it.

The Silk Roads constituted a network of trade routes, across land and sea, that
spanned much of the globe. For thousands of years, it connected civilizations from
the East and the West, and brought together peoples and cultures from many regions,
fostering not only exchanges of goods but, more importantly, an interaction of ideas -
from scientists, religious leaders, teachers, artists, traders, philosophers, community
members... - that has indelibly shaped our contemporary world.

Silk, of course, has played an irreplaceable role in creating these connections along
ancient routes, by providing the great incentive needed for peoples from distant lands
to travel, just to admire and procure it: it is no wonder that these routes take their

name from silk.

Everywhere, as artists travelled along the Silk Roads within trade caravans, great
works of art were created: monuments, many of which today have become UNESCO
World Heritage Sites to celebrate their outstanding universal value as carriers of both
culture and history, but also ceramics, paper, wood and stone sculptures, lacquer,
and of course, textiles, many of which made of silk. These beautiful artifacts, excellent
examples of which are showcased in the China National Museum of Silk, represent
the best accomplishment of technological advancement of their respective historical
periods — through development of materials, pigments, weaving techniques — as well
as outstanding cultural accomplishments, created with sensibility and srtistic brilliance.
Understanding the messages they have brought us across the ages, is the work of
those with a mind for the sciences, but the soul of poets and artists.

This International Symposium, and the Alliance that is being launched today, is
designed to celebrate both the beauty and technological capacities of Silk Road
cultures and traditions, recognizing that much of what makes us unique and special
comes from how we creatively adapted, from our common roots, our shared history
and values, to construct our own cultural identities and scientific achievements. That
appreciation for our own culture necessarily means appreciating the creative minds
from other cultures who, over many centuries, gifted us with their talents and helped
us shape who we are today. The Symposium and the Alliance do so by studying how
these scientific and cultural achievements of the past came about, but going beyond,
and exploring techniques for their protection, preservation and conservation, so that

future generations can enjoy and learn as well.

At the Belt and Road Form Forum for International Cooperation in this past May, Ms.
Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO, said that "Civilizations influence and
enrich each other, growing stronger as they are more inclusive. The Belt & Road
Initiative taps into this heritage, to open up new opportunities for development and
prosperity. It seeks to build trust, confidence and understanding between peoples and
countries along this route. This is a key to making development equitable, inclusive
and sustainable for all."

Let's remember this message, and use the opportunities offered by the events taking
place today to deepen and strengthen scientific and cultural collaboration across
nations. With that in mind, | wish every success to the International Symposium and to
the Alliance, and all the experts who journeyed here a very pleasant stay at Hangzhou
City.

Thank You, Xie Xie.



EREYENSEETR - R FRISNES

PMWMJM %M
Mmmagwwwm

mMmM ojmuﬁ-ﬂ’m

sl Beanloful -, ol .,.e..‘..t,:‘m

’“"a“"zs

AO “Uevermtn. 2I4F

I am impressed and how... The Silk Museum is a gem that you
discover in layers, from the equipment to produce the material,
the way it is done and the example of world's most beautiful, most
elegant fabric, the silk. Excellent display, excellent interpretation and
a lot of access to every department, including the conservation labs.

Congratulations to the director and his team.

Suay Aksoy
10th November, 2017
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