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2020 Silk Road Week Closing Ceremony

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of UNESCO, | am pleased and honoured to virtually
attend the closing ceremony of the 2020 Silk Road Week.
Inscribed to the World Heritage List since 2014, the Silk Roads
is acclaimed as the “greatest route in the history of mankind”.
Stretching over 5000 kilometres, they link multiple civilizations and

facilitates far-reaching exchanges of activities in trade, religious
beliefs, scientific knowledge, technological innovation, cultural
practices and the arts.

The spirit of the Silk Roads is embodied in the Belt and Road Initiative introduced in 2013, which emphasizes
the importance of cultural exchange and mutual learning among different civilizations. As President Xi Jinping
advocated at the Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation in 2017, “In pursuing the Belt and Road
Initiative, we should ensure that when it comes to different civilizations, exchange will replace estrangement,
mutual learning will replace clashes, and coexistence will replace a sense of superiority”.

UNESCO has always been a strong supporter of the Belt and Road Initiative, which itself echoes with
UNESCO’s own Silk Roads Project since 1988. For over 30 years, UNESCO has been actively promoting
the production and dissemination of research on the cultural and scientific exchanges along the Silk Roads,

and facilitating diverse dialogue and exchange among countries along the Silk Roads.

This is a challenging time for everyone on this planet. Although the COVID-19 pandemic has not succeeded
in curbing dialogue among cultures in spite of travel restrictions, we must behave within the spirit of solidarity,
mutual trust, inclusiveness and cooperation. The world is an interlinked community where our shared future
relies on the active contribution of everyone.

As Madame Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of UNESCO, emphasized during her speech in the
Conference on Dialogue of Asian Civilizations in China in 2019, we must perceive the unity of humanity in its
diversity, and fight against the temptation to take a step backwards into self-isolation. The Silk Roads remind
us of the deep bonds that unite people. We must strengthen these bonds and care for each other to enjoy a
common future.

UNESCO congratulates the successful 2020 Silk Road Week and wishes you all health and happiness.

Thank you. Xie Xie.

Dr. Marielza Oliveira

Director of UNESCO Beijing Cluster Office

UNESCO Representative to the People’s Republic of China,
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Japan,
Mongolia and the Republic of Korea
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