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Distinguished Leaders,

Guests, Ladies and gentlemen, Good day!

First of all, | would like to express my sincere gratitude for
the invitation to the Opening ceremony of the “2022 Silk
Road Week”!

We would like to appreciate the Organizers, National
Cultural Heritage Administration of China and Zhejiang
Provincial People's Government for the kind invitation to

Republic of Uzbekistan to serve as the Guest of honor at AORAMEN
this year’s Silk Road Week. R

Ladies and gentlemen, the Silk Road Week has provided us with a global platform for cooperation, sharing,
and development centered on the theme of the Silk Road. By gathering the global cultural heritage
community, the museums, and all sectors of society, especially from the countries and regions along the Silk
Road, the spirit of the Silk Road has been promoted.

Uzbekistan, as the Guest of honor at this year’s Silk Road Week, are pleased to welcome the special
exhibition “Silk and the Silk Roads: from Hangzhou to Samarkand", which will be held at the Afrasiyab
Museum of Samarkand. This exhibition is organized jointly by the Samarkand State Museum-Reserve of
Uzbekistan and the China National Silk Museum. The exhibition is a complete display of Silk and the Silk
Road, recreating, for the people of Uzbekistan, the styles and features of Hangzhou “The Home of Silk” and
the history and development of the important locations along the Silk Road. Applying modern technology to
show the characteristic fabrics of Central Asia to the spectators again, the exhibition brings new energy to
the ancient Silk Road. We believe that through this exhibition the people of China and Uzbekistan will form a
closer friendship. This is an important cultural exchange centered on the Silk Road during the pandemic as it
promotes mutual appreciation and learning of culture and civilization between China and Uzbekistan.

Ladies and gentlemen, | would like to make a point that the history of relations between Uzbekistan and
China dates back to many centuries, when trade was carried out along the Great Silk Road. Uzbekistan has
served as a bridge between China and West, through which amazing products of Chinese craftsmen were
transported to Europe and the Middle Eastern countries. The capital of Uzbekistan, Tashkent, was once
an important waypoint along the ancient Great Silk Road. Zhang Qian of the Han Dynasty and Xuanzang
of the Tang Dynasty both left their footprints in Tashkent. The similarity of historical, trade and cultural ties
has created a favorable ground for the development of comprehensive cooperation between Uzbekistan
and China at the present stage. Today China is a close strategic partner of Uzbekistan. This 2022 year we
are celebrating the 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between the Republic of

Uzbekistan and the People’s Republic of China. In February 2022, the President of Uzbekistan H.E. Mr.
Sh.Mirziyoyev paid a visit to Beijing to attend the opening of the XXIV Winter Olympic Games and held a
meeting with the President of China H.E. Mr. Xi Jinping.

The legacy of the Great Silk Road shows that cultural contacts are one of the effective ways to strengthen
mutual trust between countries and peoples. There are 7,400 cultural heritage sites within the Republic of
Uzbekistan. Three ancient cities - Samarkand, Khiva, and Bukhara - are world-renowned. In addition, 5
cultural relics and historic sites are included in the UNESCO World Heritage List, while another 30 are listed
on the Tentative List of the World Cultural and Natural He ritage, all of which are related to the ancient Silk
Road. The Silk Road is not only a road connecting east and west but also a road connecting past and future.
We need a global platform like the Silk Road Week to bring such information to a wider audience.

Ladies and gentlemen, 2022 marks not only the 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties
between Uzbekistan and China, but the 30th anniversary of the China National Silk Museum. Therefore,
| would like to wish the Museum a happy birthday. | truly hope that this event will be a great success. I'd
like to express my sincere thanks to the National Cultural Heritage Administration of China the Zhejiang
Provincial People's Government and the China National Silk Museum for organizing this enlightening event,
the Silk Road Week. I'm convinced that we will be able to promote mutually beneficial cooperation between
Uzbekistan and China and the Consulate General of Uzbekistan in Shanghai will make every effort to actively
support and promote further strengthening of fruitful cooperation between our two countries!

Thank you for attention!

Aziz Masutov,
Consul General of the Republic of Uzbekistan in hanghai
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April 15, 2022

Mr. Zhao Feng

Director

China National Silk Museum

73-1 Yuhuangshan Rd.

Hangzhou 310002

China

Dear Zhao Feng,

On behalf of Director Max Hollein and myself, | am writing to send our
greetings and good wishes to you and all of the esteemed participants in
the "International Museum Day Summit" hosted by the China National Silk
Museum this May 19.

For more than 25 years, since the Metropolitan Museum awarded you a
Sylvan and Pamela Coleman Fellowship in 1997-1998, Prof. Wen Fong,
James Watt, and |, together with other members of the Department of Asian
Art, have benefitted greatly from your scholarly focus on China's extraordinary
tradition of silk production.You were an essential contributor to our 2004
exhibition China: Dawn of the Golden Age. During that time and beyond,
you have transformed the China National Silk Museum into a leading center
for the preservation, study, and appreciation of silk as a significant artistic
medium. In this way, you have embodied the themes of your current Summit:
the "Power of Museums."

Museums have a vital role to play in modern society. Through their collections
and their exhibitions, they enable people to connect with their past, learn
about other cultures, and discover our common humanity, regardless of
the disparate traditions that set us apart. Appreciating the world's diversity
and how civilizations have evolved and learned from one another over the
millennia is a vital way to promote mutual understanding and to build bridges
between peoples.

The Metropolitan Museum of Art is committed to developing an ever more
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comprehensive display of the arts of Asia. While the Department of Asian Art
takes the lead in this effort, we are joined by specialists in a number of other
curatorial departments. Ceramics and other decorative arts produced in
China and Japan for the European and American markets are displayed both
in our galleries and in the Department of European Sculpture and Decorative
Arts and The American Wing. Departments of Musical Instruments, Arms
and Armor, and Photography likewise feature Asian artworks and we have
recently added a curatorial position in our Department of Modern and
Contemporary Art that will focus on East Asia. Likewise, we have a number
of conservators who specialize in the treatment of Asian painting and
calligraphy, objects, and textiles.

To further our mission of introducing the arts of China to our international
audiences, we look forward to many future opportunities for cultural
exchange and collaborations with museums and colleagues in China.
Indeed, in 2013, Minister of Culture Cai Wu observed that the Metropolitan
Museum has hosted more exhibitions from China than any other institution
in the world. Since 1980, the Museum has hosted 18 exhibitions with works
from China as well as organizing or participating in 8 exhibitions sent to
China. We fervently hope that this kind of cooperation will continue!

Both Director Hollein and | regret that we are unable to attend your May
19 Summit, but we wish you every success and we look forward to future
opportunities to work together to make museums significant centers for
serving both local and international communities.
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